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Freface

In society, people have relationships with one another, and with their surrounding environments, such as famiy,
religion, culture, or government agencies. Together, they create a social System These surrounding environments are
important for the individual members of the society, however, problems can occur when an individual is excluced

LGBIIQ people in Cambodia are not yet fully recognised nor profected from their families and society. We offen
hear about the discrimination and violence they face. In addtion fo the social problems being addressed, LGBIIQ
people in Cambodia want some essential needs fo be covered These include being able fo build @ famiy that is
recognised and profected by the authorifies and the government, through policies such as legal marriage, legal
adoption, and gender identity recognition. Meanwhie, we see hope coming from some encouraging Supporters who
show love and positivity fowards LGBTIQ couples

Thoamada 111" is a series of phofo Stories of people who are the primary supporfers of LGBIIQ peaple -
parents, friends, chiren, local authorities, feachers as well as institufions such as the workplace, religion and the
government Such individuals or groups have different ways of supporting their LGBIIQ peers depending on their
roles and social standing, which bring happiness and harmony to the community as @ whole

This photo book aims o highlight some posifive Stories fo encourage opemness and acceptance for the diversity of
love and humanity, and to present real Stories of recognifion LGBTIQ people are Thoamada, or normal Ike anyone
else; they need respect and opportunify. In addlfion, we also want fo express our admiration for the Strength,
fime, effort and mutual support from the elder LGBTIQ people and ofher supporters. We hope that this book can
be a source of inspiration for readers fo have hape and opfimism in achieving their dreams

Heng Cheyleaphy and Tuy Raksmey
Kanbow Community Kampuchea (RoCK)






A Good Person






SR 595 (BSEGh SIB e ogisrs ﬁszmbmbmmysm@ Eitmms
RIS LHILYES zmwsvbmmm:ﬁmﬁﬁﬁmmwm@@gﬁmmmv
2BS§NDJ§5%7??S£9 MEns emmMa’mgﬁ{;mmmﬁm 0SB SHR
ui?Sﬂmmm%ij’S Qiﬁb@Uﬁ’?ﬁSﬁUﬁjHﬁuwmﬁjbﬁtﬁb imisethrss
zmmg@gpmmm mmzumzzwa’ﬁ ﬁmﬁnnjﬁbtjsmbqg’jbm aHvilo)
iCﬁ’)LﬁﬁSif/ﬁm?u&‘imm%S S ﬁ?ﬁjﬁiﬁ@mﬁﬁ?&?s&{jmymmﬁ

SENG Savory (35): My chid wanted fo be a girl since she was 7 years old Whenever I fried
fo cut her hair short, she cried fried fo stop me, and she always wanted fo wear cufe
Jumpers. I never blamed her because I understood that was her nature. When people would say
things about her, I would fell them that the way they freat their chidren doesn’t apply fo me
This is my child and I love her When I go fo the pagoda, I pray that my chid will be reborn
as a good person in all the next lves, regardess of their sex’
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MENG Try is a fransexual female Iving in Thong Kmom province. She dropped out of school at grade 3 fo
look affer her siblings She wishes that she could have had the apportunity fo confinue her education

At the age of 18, she requested support from an NGO fo learn new skills in wedding embelishment Affer
finishing the course, she still had no money to open her own business which pushed her fo pursue a job
in a factory fo save up some money. Unforfunately, the factory did not hire her because of her
fransgender idenfity Try: They said that they only hired males and females’

Affer refurning home, her family gathered, thought about her sifuation, and decided fo get a loan alowing
her fo apen her own business in wedding embellshment Her business has been growing, allowing her fo
save money, pay all the debts, and have a sex reassignment surgery. Her aream became frue once she
obtained her idenfity card, gendered as femake
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Rath (32) and Lin (78) are transgender men and are living
in Sihanoukvile They have known each other since primary
school as they come from the same vilage However, they
were not very close at first, and only occasionally smied
when greefing each other. At the time, they hadn’t come
out nor expressed their gender identity fo one another
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Rath: ‘RoCK (Rainbow Community Kampuchea) brought us fogether It started from occasional
meet ups in order fo fake part in the Price event in May 2018, which made us spend fime
fogether, notably eating and sleeping’
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Lin- When T got upset because my parfner's famiy did not accept us, Kath always listened and
gave advice, making me feel warm and stay confident No one understands us beffer than those
who have gone through similar experiences, so it is important fo have supporfing friends’
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TUY To (Father) ‘T have four chidren and Raksmey is the third daughter in the famiy Raksmey
and her elder siblngs have formed their own familes and moved out now: The first time T
discovered that Reaksmay Iked girls, was when Sreynoch (her partner) visited us three years
ago I see valie in not acting as a barrier to anyone’s freedom, especially to that of my
chigren This is why I don’t discriminate aganst them As parents, we should think about our
aftitude fowards our chidren and solve problems peacefully because force and violence never
bring good results’
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BO Sopheary (Mother): ‘At first, T was not happy with my daughter, but with her and her
partner’s good will I changed my mind about them as a couple I still feel sorry for my
daughters because I have not yet been able fo organise a big weddig party for them’

TUY To (Father) ‘T was afraid that discrimnation coming from society would act as a barrier
fo my daughter’s dream fo become the Prime Mister of Cambodia But when I saw that
there are people advocating for equal marriage for all LGBTIQ persons, I think that in fime,
dscrimination will be reduced and I will do what I can to achieve this change in law’
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Raksmey is 23 years old and he has been lving with her partner, Sreynoch for 3 years
now. They signed a relationship contract called ‘Declaration of Famiy Relationship,” in 208

Raksmey: “In my experience, I endured emofional difficulties over fime before getfing
accepted because I felf so scared and hid from everyone all the time. I believe acceptance
fakes fime and effort I have fried a few methods such as approaching my famil,
especially the powerful family members. At the same fime, I also fried not fo escape
proximity, I Tried fo stay as close as possible and show them the love I had fo offer’
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MUTH Ny (adopted child) ‘I am currently working as a chef, my wife and I have two sons

13 years ago, I moved to Takeo province fo find an aunt whom I knew was lving there. At
that time, I dan’t know she was in a same sex relationship. People in the village would call her
‘0aa” It was only later on that I realsed my aunt was a frans, and that she romantically loved
her female partner I saw them as my father and mother, T would watch as my father clmbed
palm trees, planted rice and so on I then came fo understand him more and caled him ‘cad
Ike the rest of the vilage’
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SOTH Yun (Father) Ny is the last child among our four children that we adopfed Now;, they al
have their own families, and we have more than 10 grandchildren Ny lves near my house and
he has a good heart; he visits and fakes care of me when we (my partner and 1) are sick
Sometimes he also helps me with my small business when I am busy

SEM Eang (Mother) When my son came fo lve with me, I was so happy because in my eyes, he is
my biological son I love all my chidren equaly and I have never expected anything back from
them I only wish for them fo lve happily and have a good Ivelhood This is what makes me happy
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Ny: My dream for my famiy is for us fo keep loving and
faking care of each other As for LGBTIQ persons, T wish
they could live happily, just ke my mother and father, and
enjoy the same rights as anybody else’
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HE NHEAN Sochetra, Director of General Department of Social Development, Mistry of
Women's Affairs (MoWA):

Mnistry of Women Affairs (MoWA) has the vision to promofe and profect rights and inferest of
women, which mean promofing gender equality, including Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
women We support the LGBTIQ community, because if is not their fault At the sub-national
level MoWA has provincial departments fo raise awareness through forums, and radio The
purpose of this is fo reach parents and familes and change their atfitudes and mindsets in
order to accept their LGBTIQ children’s icentifies, and make them feel warm rather than
discriminate aganst them.”
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LGBIIQ are not useless in society, they are part of its development, they
have the same rights and oblgations as other Cambodian cifizens When we
support, pay attention, give them apporfunities and nurture them, they wil
be able fo buid on their potential and acquire learning skills, fo, in furn,
confribute back fo our social development: My main dream for the LGBIIQ
community is fo have a no discrimination sociefy There has to be
amendments in the law relating to identity and forming a family, all of which
responds fo their needs’
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M HANG Phumara is the president of Youth Mask Dance new generation group, a mask dance
feacher, and a dancer himself

Phurmra: ‘Until now, I have faught & generations of stucents, more than 200 students who
come from different backgrounds including secondary school, high school and universifies T have
students who are straight, lesbian and gay, but the majority of them are feminine guys
Sometimes, students would ask me for advice about love, and some of them would fell me
about their familes, who do not want them fo be arfists’
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Sometimes when we perform, some people mock us, and some others
show support When peaple mock us, I always respond by saying

you can affack me, but please respect my students and other arfists,
because as an instructor, I value my students, no matter who they
are I think that this shouldn’t act as a barrier for LGBTIQ individuals
who want to get involved in the arts, because they confribute equally
fo society, as well as hep preserve ancient Khmer heritage; T have
hope that in the future, they will be free from discrimination, allowing
fhem fo be more involved in the arts’
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M EK Buntha, Deputy Director Department of Technical and Culfure of Mnistry of Culfure and
Fine Arts (MoCFA) Mr Buntha is a supporter of the LGBITQ community He has joned RoCK’s
events on behalf of MoCFA He thinks that society and culfure has developed over the
centuries, and that LGBIIQ peaples have existed since the beginning of society LGBIIQ are
human and deserve o be freated as equal members of society

T observe that LGBIIQ members have unigue falents which gives them an important role in the
arts and cufture. As well as being kind fo others, they are resilient in overcoming societal and
familal challenges’
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T am not the only one here who is supporting the LGBTIQ community; I joined the events
following the ministry’s request, this shows that MoCFA as a whole supports the cause. We
(MoCFA) support any art activity with no discrimination on sex, gender and icentity I would lke
fo encourage parents, familes, relafives, neighbours and the general public fo respect each
other as individual human beings, regardless of sex, gender and sexual orientation. Love,
compassion, kinaness, forgiveness and humanity have been the foundation of Khmer culfure and
fradifion, since the ancient fimes’
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Socheat KANTAR CAMBODIA is an infernational research company which has been operafing
in Cambodia since 2012 Qur company maintains a certain global standard, which is that the local
company in each country has the same policy when it comes fo profecting our staff Qur values
push us to faciltate a safe environment for our staff, enabling them fo be happy regardess of
their idenfity So far, the practice produced good results, our feams have good relationships
with one another, which contributes to the staffs’ productivity Protecting employees regardess
of their sexual orientations has posifive effects on the society at large I hope that step by
step, such acceptance will be realised in society as a whoe’
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VINH Dany: ‘I have been working in the Research Unit at KANTAR CAMBODIA for more than 5 years When T

started. there was an orientation fraining for employees, in which we were fold about non-discriminafion on gender
fdentity and sexual orientation I felt safe as this became ke a profecting layer, meaning I didn’t feel the need fo
have fo hide my icentity’

My colleagues knew about my idenfity when I infroduced my girlfriend fo them at the annual staff gathering Some
dd not beleve it and kept asking us But affer that, it became normal and they starfed tfo appreciate us I can
say that my current workplace is a very happy place for me because I can be who I am without hiding I think

I'm privieged to be able to access good education, have a good job and live with good economic status, moreover,

my gender expression and my biological icentity is aligned: therefore, discrimination against who I am does not
exist My dream for LGBTIQ individuals is to gain equal freafment, and for discrimination fo be reduced’
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My name is THUN Sokleng I'm the second deputy commune chief and a mother of 3 children
My work is mostly related fo social work, including domestic violence prevention, and chi’s
rights promotion When I first met LGBTIQ peaple, T had mixed feelings and felf discrimnatory
fowards them I thought it was wrong because T was used fo seeing straight couples only’
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‘Affer parficipaing in the workshop organised by Rainbow Community Kampuchea, and reading
materials, I realised that LGBTIQ communifies are one of the most vuerable groups
Discrimination will only make them feel more isolated If they hear that I, as a local authority
figure support them, they will feel encouraged and fight for bettering their lves I supporfed

fhe LGBTIQ community ever since. I hope LGBTIQ couples could get married lke Straight couples
in the future’
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Daln is a transgender man, aged 4, who lives in Korng Pisey district, Kampong Speu Province

Daln: “Bong Leng is caring For example, when I was Sick, she worried about me and visited
me that’s why our relationship is close, were lke siblings As for other local authorifies,
compared fo previous fimes, there has been some changes Affer faking part in the workshops
a coupke of times with us, they stopped discriminating against me and became much friendlier.
When I'd go fo the market or fo walk around, peaple called me “Ah Chhmoal (impolite word for
men) but now they call me by my name I am so delighted to get support, because I have the
same rights as others’
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Venerable KOY Sokchea is a Budahist monk and a feacher at Wat Samrong Andet Venerable
Sokchea has entered monkhood for Il years and he joined RoCK’s pride week in 2017

Budahism does not forbid or discrimnate aganst same sex couples Budoha feaches peaple not
fo discrimnate against race, nationality, class, skin colour, gender, and whether or not individuals
are lesbian, gay or straight What is important is that they love each other That is the nature
of lving beings: when they do good deeds fowards one another in past lives, they are rewarded
by being able to love well in the present Iife This implies that same sex relationships are not
against nature”



0

SR EENENIRS B BSTh @gb@ @mj,%b@m

1

181589 ﬁ@mjﬁsbmszsmﬁbmﬁgjmsﬁs’mes Qo

! v

OB HRDESY BIINEBE SHAYTS mmmm@ﬁm
BSIUDEE SHBSWAIDERNSY SB18: twb@imsms
BN NRRY HRtNSBERY Hassm ﬁbmnmﬁ

B3t s SRD RSN g Ereneine SuE Snavt

t?m;wbwsw?wjm RRIS: ®: msmmm:{pyﬁmsﬁ

.

Saoi3ts st S5mSHiIIORN HTSHREAAT
BB JUISIANISIINDEAEENS RGN
B BIgNENEBIT ST

LGBTIQ women and men have been discriminated against by relatives,
neighbours, communities, but especially by familes who don’t ke or
understand their own chidren’s feelings: Therefore, we should join
fogether as relafives and as communifies in order fo mofivate and stop
discrimination against LGBTIQ persons Buddhism connects societies fo-
gether, and it has a role of promofing morality within society - religion
should play a roke in reminding peaple fo love each other’
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HE KEQ Remy, Delegate Mnister fo the Prime Mnister and President of the Cambodian Human
Rights Commiffee at ILGA ASIA Conference on ¢ Dec Z0I7

Fven though Cambodia doesn’t have legal marriage for LGBT couples, we don’t have any
punishing laws, eifher. The Royal Cambodia Government doesn’t discriminate against LGBIIQ The
important thing, is that we have fo work fogether fo raise awareness regaraing LGBTIQ rights,
whike at the same fime working fo prevent discriminafion’
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Cambodian Human Rights Commiffee supports LGBITQ
rights No matfer where or when the event fake place,
T will fake the time fo join’
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T would Tke fo suggest fo all parents and

all Cambodian peaple, please be apen minded
have mercy and love our chidren because it is
not wrong to step out of the culfural norms
of Cambodia nor is it shameful fo the family;
it is human nature and we have fo accept
people’s identifies.”
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