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pants from 35 countries that majority are in the region2 -
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the contribution of senior active members is very important. They survived the 

the living evidence of resilience and strength. I hope that the younger generation 
can also appreciate this value as I do. One important message to younger 
generation is that changes keep happening just like a boat sailing on the 

2 ILGA Asia Conference 2017 report. Available at: 
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-
4

Pros5

lived together normally. Pa Sitha loves and has talent in arts. He has been per-

Getting together and building a community

“ Each time 
we met, there were around 30 couples of us; sometimes we went out and came 
to stay together at my house, ”

until they could agree and accept their children. ” 

3 Meaning: a father
4 Meaning: the youngest child 
5 Meaning: a boy 
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into an initiative to develop provincial focal points or representatives and they 

community to serve as messages to reduce discrimination.

Noy Sitha with Pheng Sanh and Chak Sophoan were taken in 2010
-

the term transgender yet. He also learned about the importance of organizing 
and helping to build focal person at various target areas to support and protect 

Penh and other provinces near Phnom Penh.  They packed and ate their home-
cooked meals together; this has become unforgettable memories of their struggle 

Noy Sitha and his wife (Mother Rouen) in the occasion 
of Pride Week in 2012
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“Imagine how proud and excited I was,” 
“As a 

person who used to walk shyly, but at one point we came together with a large 
number of us with Tuk-Tuk parade and walking publicly and proudly, wearing 

who were looking at us, who we were. We picked up trash to show to the public 

activities.”

“I am very happy and proud to see 
the community members I organized become active, courageous and able to hold 

all of us forward, but as members we must be united and help each other to think 
for better options. We are united like a bunch of sticks staying together to become 
unbreakable.”
 

Tuk Tuk Parade of LGBT+ community at Phnom Penh in 2016

Noy Sitha with Pheng Sanh were in the occasion of Pride week in 2016
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marry someone of the opposite sex, or even after you have children, you remain 

Mae
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Pheng Sanh was in the workshop with local authorities 
at Kampong Chhnang province in 2016
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Ta7  Thorn is another senior person in 

1951 and has lived and seen many social 

not because of his realization of himself 

8

different path. Ta moved out from Pursat to do business in other provinces. At 

 7 Meaning: grandfather
 8 Meaning: grandmother

Mey Chanthorn in 2012
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the energy and motivation for them to keep on struggling until they could over-
come all obstacles.

himself as a transgender man during Pol Pot regime. Having another person 

fully at the meeting gave more hope and courage to him as a transgender man. 

people will have right to get married, adopt children and register,” he recalled.

Dul Thol and Mey Chanthorn in 2016 

Offering alms to monks during LGBT+ Pride Week 2016
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able to remain in touch. The motivating factor for him to organize members of the 

as a couple.

 
Marriage is no longer an important need for Ta and Yeay because they are old 

choosing a partner and before making a commitment in a marriage to form a 
family together.

-

His conducts are very priceless and greatly valued.

Mey Chanthorn was with local authorities at Bakan district in 2019
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He asked me straightforwardly if I agreed to go to live and earn a living together 
with him. I said that I would rather stayed with my relatives at my hometown and 
I would not go anywhere.” 

decision at that time.  

the other side of the house it was a villa of a high-ranking family.” In addition to 

they had had earned to pay for her medical treatment. She received treatment in 
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not see human values in them very much. 

“The reasons 

person and wanted to learn and understand more. In addition, RoCK has a strong 

their own abilities.”

mainly to response to the issues of non-recognition and discrimination at the 
Strengthening community to support LGBT+ community 

workshop at Stung Sen city, Kampong Thom province in 2019
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never stops me. Instead, he always helps to take care of my work on my behalf. 
He is very important to me.”

Fruitful Knowledge and Tips

M  “In the past, we were not aware that we had rights and did not 

to the national government and educated people to make them understand our 

plights and help us to solve them. We have RoCK stands strong like a tree; there 

to be reckoned with to give advices and support in order to achieve our goal for 
legal marriage for same-sex couples.” 

 

Bun Phka Samaki LGBT+ community at Kampong Thom province in 2020

Activities of RoCK’s LGBT+ community were visiting commune chief 
and commune councilor at Ou Kunthor commune, Stung Sen district, 

Kampong Thom province in 2019
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Pa Sen confessed his love for Mae Samin. It took them more than three years 
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love for each other, only my couple did. We did not have anyone we could talk 
to. Despite we felt ashamed, we both thought that this should serve as a motiva-
tion for us to work hard and make our own living, avoiding depend on others to 
prevent them from looking down on us even more. Our efforts produced fruitful 
results because with our hard work with farming, we have a decent living and can 
have enough to eat.”

Getting to Know Others Who are the Same to You

activities. This is an important support she offers to her husband so that he can 

“At the beginning, when we started 

us so they dared not tell us about their identity.”

supportive of them. She understands that it needs more time and discussions 

and residence book.

Phang Samin was standing with her husband 
and her child (in the middle) in 2017
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Sitting in the shade of a coconut tree accompanied by the humming sound of 

happy and joyful mood. He is a transgender man; he likes people in the 
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for him to decide to move to live there together to this day. When Pa Sen came 

bun. He loved short hair but dared not cut it because he felt ashamed and thought 

“What made me became very strong was the insult people 
said that we would not be able to earn our living and live our lives well if we as 
women became spouse” he said with determined eyes and some tears were 

able to love each other and looking after one another.” And he keeps reminding 
himself, “I have to be strong and have a good career.”

smart and able to do technical things like house painting just by looking at other 

received phone calls from Pa Sanh and Pa Sitha during his lunch break. They Sam Sen with his wife in 2017
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“I no longer felt lonely when I found a hall full of people who were 

as an organization, and the village and commune authorities recognized me as a 
person and were able to build a family of my own, I no longer felt afraid or lonely. 

support I could rely on.”
“I took my 

nephew to see the doctor and just came by to visit your house.”

Sam Sen with his wife and his child in 2017

Activities of organizing LGBT+ community member in 2016
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older, so I hope that the time will come and I can witness with my own eyes that 
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community members will continue to strive to achieve this dream.”
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 had displayed at his house
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 with Cambodia government in 2023



Sot Yun Sot Yun

09 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

SOT YUN

as possible. “I remember when I was 
studying in grade two during the 1970s, 
I wore pants to school but the teacher 
disapproved and sent me home.” He 

“I wanted and liked to wear pants, but 
I did not think about myself as a man. 

married, but I refused. I argued that if I were married, there would be no one left 
to climb the palm trees and produce palm sugar to generate income to support 
father.”

Sot Yun in 2015

Sot Yun Sot Yun

09 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

“I see that there are many people, for example development patners, who help 
us and think for us even though this is not their problem at all. RoCK team is also 
working hard and make a lot of efforts to think and take actions. Every time I 
attend a meeting with them, I feel safe both in terms of the venue and food. For 

“Through joining with RoCK, in the beginning we talk about non-discrimination 

older, so I hope that the time will come and I can witness with my own eyes that 
we can get married legally as a Cambodian citizen. I hope the next generation of 
community members will continue to strive to achieve this dream.”

in the commune love and respect him; some of them even take him as their 

Picture memories was taken in 2024 which Sot Yun
 had displayed at his house

LGBT+ community with supporter in the occasion of dialogue
 with Cambodia government in 2023



Sot Yun Sot Yun

09 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

SOT YUN

as possible. “I remember when I was 
studying in grade two during the 1970s, 
I wore pants to school but the teacher 
disapproved and sent me home.” He 

“I wanted and liked to wear pants, but 
I did not think about myself as a man. 

married, but I refused. I argued that if I were married, there would be no one left 
to climb the palm trees and produce palm sugar to generate income to support 
father.”

Sot Yun in 2015

Sot Yun Sot Yun

09 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

“I see that there are many people, for example development patners, who help 
us and think for us even though this is not their problem at all. RoCK team is also 
working hard and make a lot of efforts to think and take actions. Every time I 
attend a meeting with them, I feel safe both in terms of the venue and food. For 

“Through joining with RoCK, in the beginning we talk about non-discrimination 

older, so I hope that the time will come and I can witness with my own eyes that 
we can get married legally as a Cambodian citizen. I hope the next generation of 
community members will continue to strive to achieve this dream.”

in the commune love and respect him; some of them even take him as their 

Picture memories was taken in 2024 which Sot Yun
 had displayed at his house

LGBT+ community with supporter in the occasion of dialogue
 with Cambodia government in 2023



Sot Yun Sot Yun

09 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

Sot Yun with his children and grandchild during in the occasion of 
warm shelter events in 2019

Sot Yun was together with LGBT+ community member who lived in
 Bati district, Takeo province in 2020

Sem Eang Sem Eang

10 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

SEM EANG

observed that she had a feeling for her 

living in the same village from their 

mobile unit together in another district   

each other and they became closer and closer to each other. Pa Yun helped to 

Sem Eang was in the occasion of RoCK 3rd 
general assembly in 2021



Sot Yun Sot Yun

09 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

Sot Yun with his children and grandchild during in the occasion of 
warm shelter events in 2019

Sot Yun was together with LGBT+ community member who lived in
 Bati district, Takeo province in 2020

Sot Yun Sot Yun

09 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

“I see that there are many people, for example development patners, who help 
us and think for us even though this is not their problem at all. RoCK team is also 
working hard and make a lot of efforts to think and take actions. Every time I 
attend a meeting with them, I feel safe both in terms of the venue and food. For 

“Through joining with RoCK, in the beginning we talk about non-discrimination 

older, so I hope that the time will come and I can witness with my own eyes that 
we can get married legally as a Cambodian citizen. I hope the next generation of 
community members will continue to strive to achieve this dream.”

in the commune love and respect him; some of them even take him as their 

Picture memories was taken in 2024 which Sot Yun
 had displayed at his house

LGBT+ community with supporter in the occasion of dialogue
 with Cambodia government in 2023

Sem Eang Sem Eang

10 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

SEM EANG

observed that she had a feeling for her 

living in the same village from their 

mobile unit together in another district   

each other and they became closer and closer to each other. Pa Yun helped to 

Sem Eang was in the occasion of RoCK 3rd 
general assembly in 2021

Sem Eang Sem Eang

10 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

up. Pa Yun called her to stay at his house and taking this good opportunity he 

married. Pa Yun left the village making Mae Eang missed him very much to an 

had a female partner came to visit Pa Yun and Mae Eang at their house. That 

Sem Eang and her husband were in the Declaration of family relationship 
(private contract) signing ceremony  in 2022



Sot Yun Sot Yun

09 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

“I see that there are many people, for example development patners, who help 
us and think for us even though this is not their problem at all. RoCK team is also 
working hard and make a lot of efforts to think and take actions. Every time I 
attend a meeting with them, I feel safe both in terms of the venue and food. For 

“Through joining with RoCK, in the beginning we talk about non-discrimination 

older, so I hope that the time will come and I can witness with my own eyes that 
we can get married legally as a Cambodian citizen. I hope the next generation of 
community members will continue to strive to achieve this dream.”

in the commune love and respect him; some of them even take him as their 

Picture memories was taken in 2024 which Sot Yun
 had displayed at his house

LGBT+ community with supporter in the occasion of dialogue
 with Cambodia government in 2023

Sem Eang Sem Eang

10 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

up. Pa Yun called her to stay at his house and taking this good opportunity he 

married. Pa Yun left the village making Mae Eang missed him very much to an 

had a female partner came to visit Pa Yun and Mae Eang at their house. That 

Sem Eang and her husband were in the Declaration of family relationship 
(private contract) signing ceremony  in 2022



Sot Yun Sot Yun

09 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

“I see that there are many people, for example development patners, who help 
us and think for us even though this is not their problem at all. RoCK team is also 
working hard and make a lot of efforts to think and take actions. Every time I 
attend a meeting with them, I feel safe both in terms of the venue and food. For 

“Through joining with RoCK, in the beginning we talk about non-discrimination 

older, so I hope that the time will come and I can witness with my own eyes that 
we can get married legally as a Cambodian citizen. I hope the next generation of 
community members will continue to strive to achieve this dream.”

in the commune love and respect him; some of them even take him as their 

Picture memories was taken in 2024 which Sot Yun
 had displayed at his house

LGBT+ community with supporter in the occasion of dialogue
 with Cambodia government in 2023

Sem Eang Sem Eang

10 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

up. Pa Yun called her to stay at his house and taking this good opportunity he 

married. Pa Yun left the village making Mae Eang missed him very much to an 

had a female partner came to visit Pa Yun and Mae Eang at their house. That 

Sem Eang and her husband were in the Declaration of family relationship 
(private contract) signing ceremony  in 2022



Sem Eang Sem Eang

10 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

SEM EANG

observed that she had a feeling for her 

living in the same village from their 

mobile unit together in another district   

each other and they became closer and closer to each other. Pa Yun helped to 

Sem Eang was in the occasion of RoCK 3rd 
general assembly in 2021

Sem Eang Sem Eang

10 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

Declaration of Family Relationship (private contract) signing ceremony in 2022



Sem Eang Sem Eang

10 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

SEM EANG

observed that she had a feeling for her 

living in the same village from their 

mobile unit together in another district   

each other and they became closer and closer to each other. Pa Yun helped to 

Sem Eang was in the occasion of RoCK 3rd 
general assembly in 2021

Sem Eang Sem Eang

10 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

up. Pa Yun called her to stay at his house and taking this good opportunity he 

married. Pa Yun left the village making Mae Eang missed him very much to an 

had a female partner came to visit Pa Yun and Mae Eang at their house. That 

Sem Eang and her husband were in the Declaration of family relationship 
(private contract) signing ceremony  in 2022

Sem Eang Sem Eang

10 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

Declaration of Family Relationship (private contract) signing ceremony in 2022

Phann Sary Phann Sary

11 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

PHANN SARY
Phann Sary was in the International Human Right Day events in 2014



Sem Eang Sem Eang

10 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

up. Pa Yun called her to stay at his house and taking this good opportunity he 

married. Pa Yun left the village making Mae Eang missed him very much to an 

had a female partner came to visit Pa Yun and Mae Eang at their house. That 

Sem Eang and her husband were in the Declaration of family relationship 
(private contract) signing ceremony  in 2022

Phann Sary Phann Sary

11 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

PHANN SARY
Phann Sary was in the International Human Right Day events in 2014



Sem Eang Sem Eang

10 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

up. Pa Yun called her to stay at his house and taking this good opportunity he 

married. Pa Yun left the village making Mae Eang missed him very much to an 

had a female partner came to visit Pa Yun and Mae Eang at their house. That 

Sem Eang and her husband were in the Declaration of family relationship 
(private contract) signing ceremony  in 2022

Phann Sary Phann Sary

11 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

PHANN SARY
Phann Sary was in the International Human Right Day events in 2014



Sem Eang Sem Eang

10 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

Declaration of Family Relationship (private contract) signing ceremony in 2022

Phann Sary Phann Sary

11 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

short hair and wear pants.” 

each other. 

 9 Meaning: Traditional Khmer sticky rice cake 

makes Ansorm9

in the back of his house.

Phann Sary was in the RoCK 3rd general assembly in 2022

Phann Sary was visiting local authorities with RoCK LGBT+ community 
member and staffs in Cheung Prey district, Kampong Cham province in 2019



Sem Eang Sem Eang

10 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

Declaration of Family Relationship (private contract) signing ceremony in 2022

Phann Sary Phann Sary

11 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

PHANN SARY
Phann Sary was in the International Human Right Day events in 2014

Phann Sary Phann Sary

11 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

short hair and wear pants.” 

each other. 

 9 Meaning: Traditional Khmer sticky rice cake 

makes Ansorm9

in the back of his house.

Phann Sary was in the RoCK 3rd general assembly in 2022

Phann Sary was visiting local authorities with RoCK LGBT+ community 
member and staffs in Cheung Prey district, Kampong Cham province in 2019

Phann Sary Phann Sary

11 ROCK SENIOR MEMBERS

park in Ta Khmao city, Kandal province. At that time, our community came from 

Then 
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year. I am very pleased with this progress.” 

and monthly stipend. Pa Sary has contributed to make positive changes in his 

Phann Sary was with RoCK’s active members and staffs in 2019
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continued to earn a living by relying on 
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“I grabbed a small branch and sat down on the ground, wondering to myself who I 

than just a normal friend. I had fantasy and wanted to be close to her but I dare 
not tell and let it be known, because I was afraid that she would stop being my 
friend when she found out about it. We remained normal friends, I always went 

house. From then on, I could not go to her house anymore.”

The above is the story from childhood and 

Noeun struggled and overcome various 

because of the changes that happened 

continued to earn a living by relying on 

rice from the villagers and transport it to Sorn Noeun was in 2012
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the same gender identity as himself.

Background of Joining with RoCK

“I began to feel 
nervous because I had never contacted the authorities before; I thought that the 

in my stomach.”

Sorn Noeun was in the RoCK 3rd general assembly in 2022

LGBT+ community in the occasion of RoCK quarterly active 
member workshop in 2019 
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and easy to understand. When there is a problem, she brings it to the table and 

bossy. When we go to work in the province, she washes the dishes when it is 

RoCK community leadership.” 
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across the country to ensure long-term protection and support of 
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