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Key definitions

SOGIESC: Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity and Expression

Sexual orientation - Each person’s capacity for profound romantic, emotional and/or sexual attraction
to individuals of a different gender, the same gender, or more than one gender.

Gender - Refers to the socially constructed roles, behaviors, activities and attributes that a given
society considers appropriate for men and women.

Gender Identity - Gender identity refers to each person’s deeply felt internal experience of gender,
which may or may not correspond to the sex they were assigned at birth.

Gender Expression - An individual’s external manifestation of gender, for instance expressed through
behavior, chosen name and pronouns, voice, clothing, make-up.

Sex Characteristics - Include primary sex characteristics (e.g., inner and outer genitalia and/or the
chromosomal and hormonal structure) and secondary sex characteristics (e.g., muscle mass, hair
distribution and stature).

LGBTIQ: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex and Queer

Lesbian - A term used to describe women who are romantically, erotically, and/or emotionally
attracted to women.

Gay - A term used to describe men who are who are romantically, erotically, and/or emotionally
attracted to men.

Bisexual - Individuals who are romantically, erotically, and/or emotionally attracted to individuals of
more than one gender.

Trans/transgender - A term that refers to an individual whose gender identity/expression is different
from what is typically associated with their sex assigned at birth.

Intersex - A term used to describe people that are born with atypical characteristics that do not fit
within the stereotypical binary definitions of a man or a woman. It includes a diverse range of
hormonal anatomic, genetic and chromosomal variations.

Queer — Queer can refer to people who are not heterosexual or cisgender or who do not see
themselves as belonging to the socially accepted binary categories of sexual orientation and gender
identity. Queer theory challenges heteronormative and cis-normative social norms concerning
sexuality and gender, and claims that binary categories are social constructions. Traditionally a
pejorative term, queer has been reclaimed by some LGBT+ people to describe themselves. Queer is
also used by some as an umbrella term for LGBT+ people.

More information:
RoCK and Destination Justice, “Guide to human rights for LGBTIQ in Cambodia”, 2015.
rockcambodia.or uploads/2021/08/HR-LGBT-Guide-FINAL-EN.

Video on “Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity and Gender expression (SOGIE)”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=19r4uvLoSqQ




